
Youth Devotional 

 

Scripture for discussion: John 21:15-25 

 

Jesus Reinstates Peter 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all 
things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and 

went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 

dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by 

which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who 

had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 21 When 

Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 
22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow 

me.” 23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But 

Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what 

is that to you?” 
24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his 

testimony is true. 
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the 

whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 

 

 

Reflection/Questions: 

 

1. “Are you sure?”… “Are you really sure?”… Are you sometimes asked that after responding to a 
question?  

 The person wants you to really think about your answer.  

 Does it make you think deeply about your answer?  

 Does it make you even more certain of your answer?  

2. Peter denied Jesus three time before the crucifixion… Jesus is now asking Peter three times if 

Peter loves him. Is Jesus driving home the point that Peter is forgiven?  



3. The NIV translation says “ do you love me” three times.  
 Jesus used the Greek word “agape” (sacrificial love) and “phileo” (Brotherly love) during 

his three questions. 

i. The first question was “do you love me” 

ii. The second question focused more on Peter and was basically, “do YOU really 
love me” 

iii. The third question used phileo and was, “Do you love me like a brother or are 
you even my friend?  

iv. How do you think Peter felt after answering these questions?  

v. How would you respond to these questions?  

4. Peter went from Fisherman to Pastor after replying “ I love you” to these questions. Why do 
you think Peter was able to leave his past life and follow Jesus?  

5. It is one thing to say you love Jesus, but the real test is will you serve him? Will you do the 

things Jesus calls you to do? Will you but other people before yourself? Will you share God’s 
love, kindness, compassion and grace with everyone?  

 What does it look like in your life to truly follow Jesus? 

6. What did Jesus mean when he responded, “Feed my Sheep”? 

 To share the message of God with everyone 

 To share the message and teachings of Jesus with everyone 

 To share God’s love, compassion and grace with everyone 

 To allow God’s light of peace and hope to shine through us for the whole world to see.  

7. How is God calling you to feed his sheep?  

 

 

Peter denied Jesus three time before the crucifixion… Jesus now asked Peter three times if Peter loved him.  
 

Jesus  

 

  


